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A SEN MON 


RP 15 1 liv. 17. ; | 
THEIR RIGHTBOU SNESS IS OF ME, SAITH THE LORD. 


Ir is beyond all doubt, that the righ- 
teouſneſs ſpoken of here, is the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for among 


the many illuſtrious appellations that are 
given unto him, this of righteouſneſs is 


one. Jer. xxiii. 6, This is his name whereby | 


he ſhall be called, the Lord our righteouſneſs. 1 
take it for granted, that all will allow that 


this righteouſneſs is Chriſt's, whoſe work in 


this world was to bring in righteouſneſs for 
his people. Therefore, in 1 from 


theſe words, I ſhall, 
Firſt, Shew what righteouſneſs there is in the 
Lord. ; N 


| Secondly, How righteouſneſs is of the Lord. 
. Thurdly, The qualities of this righteouſneſs that 


belongs to the Lord. 
A 2 | Fourthly, 


e 


F ourthly, The __ who have ieee 
from the Lord. 139 


Fifthly, Conclude with « an o inference fm the _ 


le, 
We are to De what AahteonGef 


there is in the Lord Jeſus. For we muſt 


firſt be convinced what righteouſneſs there 


is in him, before we ſhall know what _ | 


teouſneſs to expect from him. 


Firſt, Note, there is 2 mn . 
feouſneſs in the Lord Jeſus. It is a cere- 
 monial righteouſneſs, ſpoken of, Matt. iii. 1 5, 

Suffer it to be ſo, for thus it becometh us to ful- 

fil all righteouſneſs. . The reaſon is here given, 
why Chriſt ſubmitted to the ceremony of bap- 
tiſm; he ſaith, It became him. As a Mediator, 


it became him to fulfil the righteouſneſs of all 


poſitive laws; and as an Ifraclite, it became 


him to fulfil the righteouſneſs of all cere- 


monial laws. Agreeably to this, we find, he 
was circumciſed as the ceremony appointed“; 


preſented i in the temple, as the ceremony re- 
quired · ; and alſo kept dhe paſſover, as the 


ceremony directed f. Want of conformity 
to many of the Jewiſh ceremonies, rendered 


* Luke ii. 21, 1 Luke ii. 28. 1 Matt, xxvi. 17. 


8 * 


E 1 


the Iſraelites unclean; but there was not any 


thing in this reſpect wanting in Jeſus: for 
he fulfilled the righteouſneſs of the cere- 
monial law; and not only fulfilled it, but 
alſo aboliſhed the law fel, , and nailed it to 


his croſs &. 9 Rs 2 ; 


ff 


7 — — ED ee 


Secondly, Remark, there is "ao an . 


fictal righteouſneſs in jeſus. His righteous 
inſtalment into his offices, as Mediator. It 
is an official righteouſneſs, ſpoken of, Heb. 
1. 9, Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated 


iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath 


anointed thee above thy fellows. Jeſus, the 
perſon appointed, 1s here deſcribed by his 
fitneſs for his work: Thou haſt loved righte- 
ouſneſs ; that is, thou art naturally, neceſ- 


_ farily, perfectly, and perpetually righteous ; ; 
| therefore, fit to be anointed as a Saviour. 


Then the appointer is mentioned, which is 
God; Therefore God, even thy God. This is 
ſpoken of Chriſt's humanity ; God is {aid to 
be his God, with ręſpect to his human na- 
ture; which was formed, framed, and fitted 
by him to ſuffer as a facrifice for ſin+. Then 
we have tlie appointment ſpoken of; Hath 
anointed thee z that is, he hath conſecrated, 


® Col. l. + is e tele 4 
A2 SJ, 


1 6 1 


| commiſſioned, authorized, and e e 
for for Tedemption s work. Then we Rave "4 
 faper-eminency of his appointment Above 
thy fellows ; that is, above all miniſters, 
who are his fellow libourers, and are di- 
vinely anointed; above all the ſaints, who 


- 1 
Denen V 


( 


are his fellow brethren, and are ſpiritually = 


anointed. Now with reſpect to his divine 
nature, he is God's fellow, Zech. xw. 7, 
Awake, O foord, againſt my ſhepherd, againſt 
the man that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord of 
bote; but, as to his human nature, believers 
are his fellow brethren. Thus it appears, 

that Jeſus did not take up his offices at ran- 
dom, nor come uncalled, or unſent ; but is 
really the Chriſt, righteouſly appointed to 


his work. Therefore what he faith, or doth 


for poor ſinners, is the ſame as God the 


Father's ſaying, or doing for them; Which 
affords matter of encouragement to our 


faith. 


Thirdly, Obſerve, ee? is 4¹ a r 


rigbieouſusſi in Chriſt, This is what divines 
call his actiue obedience ; which obedience, 
was anſwerable to the utmoſt demands of 


the moral law. It is a moral righteouſneſs, 
ſpoken of, Rom. v. 19, By one man's diſobe- 


"LIES | 4 
arence 


[ 1 
dience many were made fumert; ſo by the obe- 


dience "of -one, ſhall many* be made ig. 
The apoſtle ſpeaks here of Adam, as the 


law-breaker, and Chriſt, as the law-repairer: 
By one man's diſobedience many «were made fin- 


ners; that is, by Adam's breach of the moral 


law, who was the federal head of his poſte- 
rity, the curſe was brought upon them. 
Then Chriſt, as the repreſentative of his 
people, is ſpoken of as obtaining the bleſſing 
of righteouſneſs ; So by: the obedience. of one, 
ſhall many be made righteous. It was Chriſt's 
active obedience which he himſelf meant in his 
prayer, juſt before his ſuffering moments. 


John xvii. 4, I have ghrified thee upon earth; 1 
| have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do. 


But why did Chriſt ſay now, that he had 

finiſhed his work? On this account; becauſe 
he had now finiſhed the work of his active 
obedience to the commands of the moral law, 
which his people had broken; for the work 
of redemption was not finiſhed till he ** 
n ſuffered death. 


Fourthiy, Notice, 8 is alſo a 125 
: 1 in Chriſt. . Ly 18 what divines 


. 


ad FORTY iP; the la due to fin: The 


S © righteouſneſs of the law is two-fold, pre- 


ceptive, and vindictive; and this two-fold, 
or double righteouſneſs is found in jeſus. 


The preceptive, or commanding part of the 5 ä 
law, he fulfilled in the obedience of his life; a 


the vindictive, or avenging part of the law, 
he fulfilled in the ſufferings of his death. - 


Ihe ſcripture: ſpeaks as diſtinctly of his 


Paſſive, as it doth of his active obedience. 
Phil. ii. 8, He became obedient unto death, even 


the death of the croſs. Thus Chriſt's ſuffering 


What the law threatened, and alſo obeying 


8 | what the law | commanded, 1s the foundation 5 
of our righteouſneſs before God: not his do- 


ing without his dying, nor his dying without 
his doing; but theſe two put together, do- 
ing, and dying, as our ſubſtitute, makes up 
our righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. v. 21, He hath 


nuade him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that | 
woe might be made the righteouſneſs F God in 


bim. O, what amazing love is this | righte- 
- ouſneſs for poor ſinners, through a ſuffering, 


 _ bleeding, and dying Saviour. O, 2 make 
| 5 bps nr grateful, and fruitful. | 


*Fifthly, Obſerve, PREY is Alſo. an RY 


he, un e in Chriſt. A righteouſneſs 
eſſential | 


to himſelf; he being the only one that was « #- 
ever born into the world, with an holy, and 4 4 
_ righteous nature: therefore, he is called by 


_ - ouſneſs eſſential to his divine nature, which 
he hath neceſſarily, and equally, with God . 


not be communicated ; fo Chriſt's eſſential; 
5 righteouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs of his di- 9. 


But, mark here, though there is an efſen- 4-4 


| 1 
T5 1 2 


ne e ee 2 7 


Peter, The ynleſs ane n; by Stephen, The 22 
one +; and by Jeremiah, . The. righteous. one | 2. 
There is alſo, in union with this, a righte= 


Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt 5. This 
righteouſneſs is one of his glorious attri- - 
butes, like many of his other perfeCtions 32. 
which are incommunicable. As eternity 1.2. = 
omnipotency d, &c. are attributes which can A 


vine eſſence, is an attribute which cannot be is g 


* — Coos Conch 
communicated! | cd 271 4 je —.— 2 A: 


tial righteouſneſs in Jeſus, as the eternal God, 2 
which 1s ; incommunicable, yet, our rightebaf 
neſs is built upon his eſſential deity ; but 
becomes ours through the obedience of the 


humanity *. The humanity renders it com- 


municable, and .his. cue Cnc One | 


Acts in. 14. 1 Pet. ii. 2. Acts vii, 32. I Jer. XXilt, 53. 
$ Col. ii. 9. Prov. viii. 23, Kc. 4 Heb. i. 3. Col, i. 16. 
eye i 3. , Heb, ii. 9, o.. 


| | b 
- 1 . 
* d J's f 
8 


L 10 J 


Do 


"i by the human nature, it is imputable; and ; 


through his divine nature, it is available: 
his manhood, makes it attainable; and his 
godhead, makes it effectual: his being made 


J 5 under the law, renders it appliable; but his 
| © being the law-giver, makes it juſtifiable. 1 


| Secondly, Shew how righteouſneſs. may 
be faid to be of the Lord. 


Firſt, The believer's righteouſneſs is of 


- the Lord, preparatively. The eternal God ex- 


erciſed his unbounded Wiſdom in preparing 


de grand plan of faving finners, through 


dhe righteouſneſs of Chriſt *—Fhe eternal 
Jeſus, to execute the great deſign, laid by, 


for a time, his glory; left his Father's boſom ; 


Weed his godhead by humanity ;- and, that 
be might fully prepare this glorious robe, la- 
boured, and toikd. thirty-three years in the 


world: then, to give the completing ſtroke, 
he bowed his head on the croſs, and tri- 


umphantly ſaid, © It is finiſhed” +— he 


cternal Spirit's engagement is, to prepare the 


hearts of the redeemed, by faith, to receive 
this righteouſneſs which Chriſt has prepared 


for them r. Thus our righteoufneſs may be | 


| fn. i 344-4; 51. n s 30. J Cor. li, 20, 24 


ſaid 


* 


Fad to be of the Lord pr atively ; becauſe * 
the Lord Jeſus, in what he hath done, has 
Prepared a glorious e 1 88 who 22 
believe: . ag | 22 -—— 


e The ier 8 righteouſneſs . — 

is of the Lord, meritoriouſly. All that Chriſt 52 A 
did, and ſuffered in the fleſh, had infinite f 
merit in it. His poverty, merited our riches “, 
his obedience, merited our acquittance f; his + . 
death, merited our life; his ſufferings upon 
earth, merited our happineſs, and heaven 9. 

The doctrine of Chriſt's merit, neceſſarily 
implies, the dignity of his perſon ; for 

Chriſt's merit, and Chriſt's dignity, are ſo.7- 

inſeparable, that if you take away. the one, 

down falls the whole foundation : of our 

righteouſneſs, before God, at once. 2 Ne 
when we ſpeak of Chriſt's obeying, bleeding, { 
atoning, and dying, we are not to e 
him as a mere man, but the Si, _ — 
man; 4 275 

Had Chriſt only been a mere man, be 
— not have merited any thing qᷓ; but he 
is the God-man, co-eſſential*®, r 
and co- eternal E, with God the Father; in 


® Cor. viii. 9. + Eph. 3. 6: 12 Tim. i. 10 5 Heb. ix. 12. 
Pal. xlix. 7. (Pal, xlix. 7. Rom. ix. 35. John x. 30. 
2 ++ Phil: ii. 6. er xiii. 8. 

T9 ow A 


9 2 


| * union with humanity; ſo that the 


divine nature ſtamped an eternal dignity upon 


what the human nature did, or ſuffered; and 
made it, not only efficacious to take away 


guilt, but infinitely meritorious to make be- 


lieving ſouls righteous*. Thus our righte- 


ouſneſs may be ſaid to be of the Lord Jeſus, 
meritoriouſly ; becauſe, what he did, and ſuf- 


fered, hath merited a Rs e 


| for all who believe. 


| Thirdly, The belivvce' 8 ighteonſach is 3 


of the Lord, imputatively; it is imputed unto 


them for their juſtification. Some people 


sclx of juſtification partly by a righteouſneſs 


|  zmputed, and partly by a righteouſneſs im- 

planted; if any of you live, and die with this 
hope of. juſtification, you will be loſt for. 
ever. Now, ſuppoſe you could, as ſinners, 
on account of your ſins, ** Weep as many 


tears as there are drops of water in the 
« ocean; ſend up to God as many vollies of 


« prayers as there have been groans from the 


s creature ſince the creation; bleed as many 


drops from the heart, as have been poured | 


« from the veins of the beaſts, - ſacrificed in 


all FOE. beſtow in dat all the riches | 


e. . the 


4 of = 


b F 


of Peru:“ And if you could unite. to 


_ theſe, the piety of all the apoſtles, the 
purity of all the prophets, the good works 


of all the patriarchs, the ſufferings of all 


the martyrs; yea, could you add to theſe, 
the righteouſneſs of all the holieſt men upon 


earth, and angels in heaven, and ten. thou- 


fand more good works, you could not be 
 Juſtified by them, before God; Rom. ili. 20, 


By the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be 


juſtified in his fight. Do you ſay, How then 


are we to be juſtified ? Not by working, but 
by believing ; Jam. ii. 23, Abrabam believed 
God, and it was imputed to him for righteouſ-. 
neſs, Rom. iv. 5, But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him. that juftifieth the ungadly; 


bis faith is accounted for righteouſneſs. But, ſirs, 
though we exchade good works in the be- 
|  hever's juſtification, we contend for them 


in his life and converſation; for wherever 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs is imputed, holy deſires 
will be implanted; and to a boly flate there 


will be a holy Hife, and Chriſt will be ſanctifi- 
cation unto every ſoul to whom he 1s 2. 12 8 


teouſneſs “. 


Fourthly, The believer's ri :ehteouſueſs is | 
of the Lord, applicatively ; it is his work to 


1 Cor. i. 30. 


apply 


„ * 
- ® * 
N 1 2 
' ! 
4 


apply it. Neither a righteous Paul, nor a 


righteous angel, can apply righteouſneſs to a 
naked ſoul *. Beloved, it is the ſole preroga- 
tive of Jeſus, to apply righteouſneſs to an un- 
righteous ſinner ; and this he doth by the 
facred influence of his holy Spirit: hence the 


_ promiſe is, John xvi. 8, that he would ſend this 


Spirit to convince the world of fin, and of righ- 


| zeouſueſs. It is only by the holy Spirit that 
_ man's ſin is diſcovered, his righteouſneſs de- 


tected, and Chriſt's righteouſneſs applied. 
Again, Iſa. Xlvi. 12, Hearken unto me, ye flout- 
bearted, that are far from righteouſneſs ; Twill 
bring my righteouſneſs near; it ſhall not be 


1Y far off. The applying of this righteouſneſs 


E 

s | 
I 
N 

8 

| 


appears to be God's work, from his putting 
his Tunto it; I, even J, will bring my righ- 
teouſneſs near, and it ſhall not be far off, — 


Are there not ſome here to-night who are 
ſtout-hearted, and far from righteouſneſs? 


O, bleſſed Jeſus! bring this righteouſneſs 


near to thoſe proud-hearted ſinners, who are 


too ſtout to come unto thee for it. 

I beſeech you, brethren, examine whether 
this righteouſneſs hath been applied, or not. 
It is not enough for you to hear Chriſt's 


0 i 8 preached; no, it muſt be ap- 


Mente 


N plied 


a WW. 


- plied, if ever your ſouls are ſaved. As clothes 
cannot ſcreen the body from the inclemency 
of a harſh ſeaſon, except they are put on; ſo 
this righteouſneſs can never cover your ſouls 
from d e ee it 18 * 
plind. 
| | Fifthly, The believer 8 righteouſark 3 18 
at the Lord, declaritively. Jehovah himſelf 
| hath declared that the believing ſoul is righ- 
teous in Jeſus; Rom. iii. 26, 27, God hath 
fet him forth to be a propitiation, through faith 
in 2 blood, to declare his righteouſneſs; to de- 
clare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs, that 
be might be juſt, and the juſifer of him which 
believeth in Jeſus. Now if our fins were par- 
doned without compenſation, and our ſouls 
juſtified without reſtitution, it could not be 
faid, as it is in the above ſcripture, that God 
is merciful, without being unjuſt ;, and juſt, 
without being unmerciful : which would be 
the caſe if juſtice were not enforced, as well 
as mercy ſhewed, in man's ſalvation. But, 
firs, in ſalvation by Jeſus the law is fulfilled, 
truth is honoured, juſtice is ſatisfied, mercy 
is diſplayed, hell is conquered, heaven is open- 
ed, God is reconciled, and man is redeemed. 
— Yet, all this is done in ſuch a glorious way, 
| that not one attribute of God is raiſed, by  / 
another | 


b 
another being diminiſhed ; but all the per- 
fections of Deity, harmoniouſly, and trium- 
phantly- unite in declaring” the believer 
righteous through a bleeding Saviour. This 
made Paul ſay, Rom. viii. 33, 34, Whe ſhall 


lay any thing to the charge of God's ele ?. It is 
God that juftifieth ; who is he that condemneth ? 
I is Chriſt that died, yea, rather. that is riſen 
again, who is even at the right-hand of God, 


 nobo alſo maketh interceſſion for us.—Then let 
the believer be arraigned at God's tribunal ; 
juſtice would be conſtrained to declare him 


innocent, ſpotleſs, and righteous, through 


45 0 righteouſneſs of Jeſus. 


Thirdly, The 8 of this 3 c 


neſs which belongs to the end 
We obſerve, 


11 Fir, This righteouſneſs which the 


* hath in Jeſus, is an all- complete 
righteouſneſs. | It is all- perfect in every part, 


in every branch, and to every believer. It 


is as holy as God's law, as pure as his 


throne, as ſpotleſs as the heavens, and as 


perfect as Deity. This made Paul ſay, Col. 0 
Ii. 10, Te are complete in bim. Now it could 


not be ſaid of thoſe believing Coloſſians, that 
0 were e complete in him, except they had 
a — I 


. 

a a complete righteouſneſs from him. Again; 
_ Eph. v. 27, He hath' preſented them. 10 God a 

&lorious church, not having ſpa, ar wrinkle, or 


any. ſuch ching; but. that it might be holy, and 


without. blemiſh. . From this. ſcripture it is 
evident, t that the Redeemer s righteouſneſs is. 
ſo. complete, that believers are ſpotleſs and 
perfect in the ſight of God. | 


Perhaps you ſay, wo you ſee Gee 

of blemiſhes in yourſelves; yes, and ſo does 
God in ſome ſenſe. As it reſpects the eye 
of God's omni ſcience, he ſees many blem- 
iſhes in the believer, fo as to correct him; 
but as to the eye of his juſtice, he dogs 5 
ſee nen ſo as to condemn Run. 


Tuo; hellifh dne my duties Rain, | 
And ſin's my native dreſs; 2 
Sor: piercing eye ſees none remain, 
tet Chriſt's my ee 


4411 1. 


of Chriſt!— It is ſaid that the heavens 
are, not clean. in God's ſight, and that he 
chargeth his angels with folly; yet we ſee 
that the robe of the Redeemer's righteouſ- 
neſs is ſo perfect, as to cover every thing 
that is imperfect in thoſe who believe; and 


; their naked Fouls are adorned ſo ere 
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al Be. i 
in this robe, ene wege e 
N od I in them. 


SGccondly, This righteoſnes which the 
believer hath in ſeſus, is a ſoul felicitating 
| righteouſneſs his ſafety in time, and felici- 
ty in eternity, is made replete through it. 
By this righteouſneſs the believer is exalted 
above the power of his enemies. Pfa. 
Ixxxix. 16, In thy name ſhall they re- 
ce joice all the day; and in thy righteouſneſs 
4 ſhall they be exalted.” —By the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs the | believer is freed from 
the threatnings, ' curſes, and penalties of 
God's law; Rom. x. 4, Chriſt is the 
e end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
e one that believeth. — By the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs the believing ſoul is juſtified 
before God, Rom. v. 8, As. by the offence 
e of one, judgment came upon all men to 
© condemnation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs 
te of one, the free gift came upon all men 
1 (who believe) unto juſtification of life.” 
By the Redeemer's righteouſneſs the believer i 1s 
ſayed from the ſting of death. Prov. x. 2, 
The treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing; 
but righteouſneſs delivereth from death.” 
By the Red cemer's righteouſneſs the believer, 
is brought to the enjoyment of — with 


[9] 


God ta: xxxii- 17 The work of righ- 
< teouſneſs, ſhall be peace; and the effect of 
<x1ghteouſneſs, quietneſs for ever. By the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs the believer parti- 
eipates a full ſalvation. Iſa. xi. 10, © I will, 
ce greatly, rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall 

obe joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
e me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath 
< coyered me with the robe of righteouſneſs.” 
—ÞBy the Redeemer's righteouſneſs the believ- 
ing-foul. is made apartaker of everlaſting life. 
Rom. v. 21, As ſin hath reigned unto 
death. even ſo grace reigns through righ- 
< teouſneſs unt eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. —By this righteouſneſs the be- 
liever is fitted for the enjoyment of God in 
heaven. Pfal. xvii. 15, „ As for me, I will 
<« behold: thy face in righteouſneſs: I ſhall 
ebe ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 
* neſs.” O, Lord Jeſus, ' enrich our Tools 
with this glorious robe! 


| Thirdly, This cahicoufacks, which the 
believer hath in Jeſus, is an wnequalled righ- 
teouſneſs. The righteouſneſs of Adam in his 
paradiſiacal ſtate,was not to be compared with 
this. Adam, was only clothed with inno- 
cency; ; but, believers are clothed in Imma- 
5 nuels 


* 1 

nuel's righteouſneſs. Adams righteouſneſs 
only made him happy on earth; but Chriſt's 

righteouſneſs fits the ſoul for heaven. Adam, 
had no more righteouſneſs than the law re- 
quired ; but the prophet ſeems to ſpeak as if 
vie had more in Chriſt than we really wanted. 
Ila. xl. 1, 2, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
faith your Gad: ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſa 
lem, cry unto ber, that her warfare is accum- 
pliſbed, that her iniquity is pardoned 5' for fbr 
bath received at the Lord's hund DouBL forall 
her fm. As to the righteouſneſs of the elect 
angels, it is but created righteouſneſs ;- but 
the believer's, is the righteouſneſs: of God. 
In the epiſtles, Chriſt's righteouſneſs is called, 
emphatically, the righteouſneſs of God, not 
leſs than ten times . But why is it called 
the righteouſneſs of God? Becauſe it is the 
righteouſneſs of him, who is perſonally, and 
eſſentially, God; and becauſe it is the righ- 
teouſneſs of God's ordination—of God's pre- 
paration — of God's acceptation —and of 
God's approbation; this being the only righ- 
teouſneſs God accepteth, recerveth; and ap- 
proveth. And what! Can mortal man be 
adorned in this righteouſneſs ? Yes, all who 


| * Rom. i i 17, 3. 21, 8 3.—z Cor. v. n. lit, 9.— 
; | Jam. i. 20,2 Pet. i. 1. 
| believe - 


(ar } 


= believe ure; a wn af on ray 
| eee . 
In him array d, my robes of light 
The morning rays outſhine : _ .. 
The ftars of heaven are not ſo bright, 
Nor angels half ſo. fine, 


Fourthly, This Cat's which the 
believer hath in Jeſus, is an unforfeitable righ- 
teouſueſs. ' Adam, by his offence, forfeited his 
righteouſneſs, and was thruſt out of paradiſe. 
The fallen angels, in their tranſgreſſion, for- 
feited their righteouſneſs, and were caſt down 
to hell. But, believing ſoul, thou haſt a 
righteouſneſs in the Lord Jeſus, which is 

changeleſs and immutable; a righteouſneſs 
hat is ſafe, and can never be loſt. No period 
can change it, no thief can ſteal it, no foe can, 
rend it, no ſpace can waſte it, no believer can 
forfeit it.— That this righteouſneſs. is un- 
changeable, is evident from divine teſtimony ; 
Dan. ix. 24; H ſball finiſh tranſgreſſion, male 
an end of | fin; make reconciliation for iniguity, 
and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs; Now it 
could not be called everlaſting, if it were 
changeable; but, firs, it is an everlaſting /. 
righteouſneſs; It is everlaſting in its contriv-. 
ance, being ordained in eternity; it is ever- 
Taſting: in its efficacy, ſaving ſouls backward 
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FT; as 
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as far as Adam, and forward till time: hall be 
no more: and it is alſo everlaſting in its du- 
ration, continuing the ſame to all r 


This ſpotleſs robe the” ſame appears,” 

| When ruin'd nature ſinks in years ; 

No age can change its glorious hue, © 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs is. ever new, 


FY * 


- But, alas! how is the Slorious aach of 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs abuſed, by looſe 
profeſſors on one hand, and by legal profeſſors 


on the other. The words of a good man, 


now in heaven, will explain my meaning-— 
“ Pharifaic zeal, and Antinomian ſecurity, 
te are the two engines of Satan, with which 
< hegrinds the church in all ages, as betwixt 


the upper and the nether mill-ſtone. The 


ſpace between them is much narrower, and 
harder to find out than moſt men imagine. 
© It is a path which the vulture's eye hath not 
< ſeen; and none can ſhew it us but the 
"og 3 Ghoſt. Bleſſed Spirit! let us not 

«truſt to our own r ;\ leaſt, by being 
e warned to ſhun the . we: be ed 
ce againſt tlie sther““ v8.00 Hirt 
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15 Fifthly, T us: [righteouſneſs which: 2 
believer hätt in Chriſt, is a free righteouſ- 
OP Not free as it reſpects Jas, for it 


Ae 8 coſt 


">a 


moſt free as it reſpects thoſe who are ſaved 


I a3] 
coſt him the price of precious blood; but 


by it: on this account it is ſaid to be a gift, 
Kom. v. 17, The gift of eee ſhall 
reign in life by Jeſus, _ © 

It is called a gift, to note its freeneſs ; 
being without money, and without price. 
To talk of free grace, a free ſalvation, and a 
free righteouſneſs, I dare ſay will give offence 

to you, good folks; and ſelf-righteous ſouls, 
who can on all occaſions boaſt how good, 
how juſt, how holy, and how righteous: 
you are—T have no hopes of you. It is 
the ſenſible ſinner” that will prize a free 
falvation—and to you I would ſpeak. | As 
there is a free righteouſneſs in'; Jeſus, you 
need not deſpair ; © Though your fins be as 
high as heaven, as deep as hell, as bound- 
 _ «leſs as the ſeas, as extenſive as the uni- 
« verſe, and your ſouls as unrighteous as 
*« devils; yet, if you are ſenſible of it, and 
now brought to repentance, there is hope ; ; 
becauſe there is a 1 in Jekin, | ay' 
free as it is full. iy of 


FR not PW TE . you lng, © Timo) 
Nor of fitneſs fondly dream; N 
All che fitneſs Chriſt require 
1 to _ your need of him. 
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vinced of their own unrighteoufneſs. . If we 
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This Satie 227281 nee 
f Nr . 
Come, ye weary, heavy laden, © - an . 
Brus d 1 mangled by the fall; 450-135 (1 
If you tarry till you're beser, Ne in ft 
' You will never come at del har 
3 Not the righteous, | £2) 8 
8 * Jon came to call. 5 mY bas 
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1 the Ti to Pap ike 1 
in notionly a fitneſs, and a fulneſs, but alſo 


a freeneſs in Chriſt's righteouſneſs; and the 
language of your heart is, Lord, I have 
. nothing but guilt; I am nothing but ſin; 


I come with nothing but miſery; O clothe 


my naked ſoul with that free, but bleſſed 


righteouſneſs of thy dear Son! My ſoul for 


your 's, if e ed az} 


"er your: RNS" + RH 28 


* 


Firſt, Obſerve, thas ES — — 
on the Redeemer's . righteouſneſs, are can- 


AD nd — 


V 


take the ſeripture for our guide, this will be 
found to be à fact. We eannot doubt of 
Job's being ſaved through this righteouſneſs; 
yet he was Py convinced of his own un- 

© righteouſneſs : 4 


[as 1 


richteouſneſs: hence he faith, -Bebold, I am, 


vile ; I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes r. But in another place he ſaith, I 
knew thut my Redeemer liveth 1. David was 
intereſted in this righteouſneſs, but how 
doth he complain of his oπ]n¹ unrighteouſ- 
neſs: Behold: (ſaith he) I was ſbapen in ini- 
guity, and in fin did my mother conceive me: 
and yet he faith, Pſa. Ixxi. 16, I will make 
mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. 

Ifaiah rejoiced in the Redeemer's righteouſ- 

neſs; yet how does he bewail his own' un- 
righteouſneſs : e are all as an unclean 
thing; all our righteouſneſs are as filthy rags F. 

Yet he faith, chap: xlv. 25, In the Lord I 
have righteouſneſs and Arengib. I might point 
| you | to Jeremiah, in his ' Lamentations, 
weeping over his own, and Iſrael's unrigh- 


teouſneſs ; yet he faith in chap. xxiii. 6; of 


his ppb Mis is his name ꝛscbereby be 
Haul, be called, the Lord our righteouſneſs. I 
might alfo inſtance Paul, groaning over his 
untighteoufneſs ; Rom: vii. 18, I know that 
in me, thit ir, in "my fleſh, dwelleth no good 
thing; when I uu d good evil is 2 
unt e. But he ſaith W TL Tal 111. 9 
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-Angtr 2 be i gh; 


„ne . 1 Hal i ay. "Ihe. vive 6. | 
Aare 5 O that 
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ON that ein tin in W not. having 
on mine on righteouſneſs, wohich is of the: 
la, But that iubich is through the faith of 
Chriſt; 'the righteouſneſs which it of God by 
faith. Have you by the Spirit of God been 
thus convinced ? You never can value the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs till you are con- 
vinced of L vir? own r er "Wy 


n Thoſe 8 whe. 21 jg 
the Redeemer's ener renounce their 
be righteouſneſs *. This is the natural 

reſult of „ by the Spirit. The 
believer fees ſo much unrighteouſneſs i in, his 
beſt righteouſneſs, and ſo. much imperfec- 
tion in his higheſt perfection, that he diſ- 
claims his beſt duties, as well as his worſt 
ſins. The phariſee will juſtify. himſelf. in 
his diſobedience; but the believer will not 
juſtify himſelf in his beſt righteouſneſs— 
becauſe he knows from God's word, and 
Spirit, that his beſt works of righteouſneſs | 
are ſinful, and imperfect; and that a ſinful 
and imperfect righteouſneſs, cannot ſtand 
with a pure and a N n 

This, I believe, is an ee 116 
you are juſtified in the e 8 . 

* Phil. ili. 5 


* & N — Py ; ; 
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2 5 _ 


— 


every body: you never did any perſon any 


1 


ouineſs, you will not only abhor your ſins, 


ſo as never to delight in them again, but 
you will alſo renounce your ſelf-righteouſ- 
vol ſo as never to be Pleaſed. vm it n 


"Thirdly, Thoſe perſons 3 have « on 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, depend wholly 
on his righteouſneſs. His blood and righ- 


teouſneſ $ is the only foun dation for a ſoul's 


eternal hope. Now what are you dependin g 


upon for acceptance, and ſalvation? Some 
of you are depending upon a moral righte- 
ouſneſs : you are adorned with many moral 
virtues ; you are juſt, and honeſt, and tem- 
perate, and pay ſome kind of reſpect to the 
precepts of the moral law; and therefore 
you truſt God will fave you. — Others of 
you are depending upon an external righte- 
ouſneſs ; you are con formable to the out- 
ward rules of piety, you keep your church, 
uſe a form of prayer, have a form of godli- 


neſs; and, becauſe you are not openly pro- 


fane, but hold the externals of religion, you 
hope to go to heaven. — Others of you are 
relying on a civil righteouſneſs ; you behave 


civilly to all men, you do not quarrel with 


7 


- 
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bee ee tins not in your 
heart againſt any one; therefore you think 
to be ſure God muſt love you. — Others of 
you are truſting to a partial righteouſneſs ; 
the fear of hell is like a rod held over you, 
ſo that you are not fo bad as you were once; 
you are a little changed, partly reformed, 
and better than many that you know—and 
this is your hope.—Others of you are de- 
pending upon an internal ri 'ghteouſneſs ; ; 
you have what you call a ſound heart, a 
good heart, and good thoughts, and good 
intentions, and £00d YRS; io 2 Ju 
hope all is well. 

My dear friends, theſe 15580 are defifiic- 


tive hopes; nothing but Chrift, nothing 
ſhort of Chriſt, will do for a foul to truſt 


in. If you know Chriſt favingly, you 


would as ſoon truſt to the devil, or your 


fins, for ſalvation, as to hope in any thing 
beſides the righteouſneſs of Jeſus: 0 bleſſed 


Spirit! convince thoſe ho are truſting to 
their own 3 of their won pe and 
am 7 them to Chriſt.” | 


grey Boks Thoſe” Ss . 


| | the Rabsemere righteouſneſs, hate that which 


w W ta ä It is true, by 
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teouſneſs ;-but when the Redeemer's/glorious 
righteouſneſs is applied by the Spirit, they 
are ſo far changed; as to hate every unrigh- 
teous way. This is the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtie the apoſtle gives of Lot, 2 Pet. ii. 
7, B, Gad delivered juſt Lr, vened with the 


filthy converſation of the wicked; for that righ- 


teous man dwelling among them, in ſeeing and 
hearing their, unlawful deeds, vexed lus righ- 


teous ſoul from day to day. Juſt fo it will be 
with every one who has righteouſneſs in 
Jeſus ; ſuch a perſon, as one divine faith, 


«<< Will hate fin in himſelf, he will hate fin 


« in another; he will hate fin in a friend, 
<« he will hate ſin in an enemy; he will hate 
« ſin in the church, he will hate ſin in the 
<« ſtate; he will hate fin in a nation, he 
by 1 hate ſin in an individual * 


Fifthly, Thoſe perſons who n on the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs, bring forth the fruits 
of rightecuſneſs. I doubt not, but that ſome 


of you have been diſguſted by what you have 
heard; and perhaps you are ſaying, If the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs 1s all that we want, 
and nothing can be added unto it; and it 
brings us 1 a juſtified ſtate ; and we can 

11 never 


nitare;theſe arv lovers of fl kind of unrighh- 
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never loſe it, nor periſn; then we may bid 
farewell to good works, we may take _ 
length in ſin; as we are in a ſafe ſtate. 
But, firs; this is your miſtake, this achte 
does not diſcourage from good works, nor 
encourage in ſin. Thou gh this righteouſneſs 
juſtifies the ungodly, i it does not tend to un- 
godlineſs; becauſe, to a righteous ſtate, there 
will be a righteous walk; and thoſe who 
have Chriſt for righteouſneſs,” will manifeſt 
it by the fruits of righteouſneſs. Hence the 
apoſtle faith, 1 Pet. ti. 24, Chrift bimſelf bare 
cur fins in his own body on the tree, that we be- 
ing dead 1 to Jin, feould live unto W - 


rin Prom the cabject we may infer, 


| Firſt, That vent? hint; chat is done 
God's law and people, by the blood and righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus. If the ſon of a great 
king were to pay the debt of a very poor 
perſon, ſurely, it would be conſidered as 
putting more honour upon the law, than if 
that poor perſon had paid it himſelf: ſo here, 
the law was never ſo honoured, as when 
Chriſt, the law - giver, ſtood in our law- place, 
and was arrainged at the bar of juſtice, to 
| Pay © our debt, and make atonement for ſin. 
Ia, 


La] 


Ta; xlii. 21, The Lord is well. pleaſed for bis 2 


righteouſneſs ſale; for he will magnify the law, 


and make it honourable. . Chriſt magnified the 
purity. of the law, in his life; and alſo hook ] l 


noured the penalty of the law, in his death. 


Thus Chriſt's blood and righteouſneſs is 


not only anſwerable to God's law, but 
alſo honourable both to God 8 en 
W 7 


Perhaps ſome of you are 8 How 2 are 5 


we to obtain this righteouſneſs? It is ob- 
tained, and received by faith. The ſcrip- 


ture mentions faith, as being the only grace 


exerciſed, or employed, in receiving it; there- 
fore, it is called the righteouſneſs of faith. 
Now, we never read of the rightcouſneſs of 
love; or the righteouſneſs of hope; or. the 
righteouſneſs of patience ; but often of the 
righteouſneſs of faith“: becauſe faith is the 


only grace that receives this righteouſneſs. 


Do you aſk, How faith is to be obtained? 
Faith, is the gift of GodF.. O, that we mag 
be enabled to look unto him for it. 


Secondly, From the ſubject we infer, 
that it is impoſſible for man to obtain righte- 
ouſneſs by any means, ſave in Jeſus only. 
It cannot be had by the law; ; for proof of 


Th 47" # Hom, t. 6 Phil, iii. 9. + Eph. ii. 8. 


this, 


1 22 1 


this, n it. 20, By the deeds of . the law 
there ſhall no fleſh be juftied ; for by the lo ir 
the knowledge of ſin. Here, fee that the law 
is not the remedy for ſin; not the juſtifier 
from ſin; but the diſcoverer of ſin. The 
language of the law of God, which is con- 
tained in the ten commandments, makes no 
allowance for our infirmities: it does not 
ſay, Do as well as you can, Do as well as 
you are able, Do as well as times will allow; 
e hut. Do this Do it poſitively Do it 


Bw pertectly—Do 1 it perpetually”; and if you 
fail but in one ſingle thing, in the whole 


courſe of your life, you are loſt by che law. 


For proof of this, ſee Jam. ii. 10, For <oho- 


e ver ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in | 


one pornt, he is guilty of all —Again, Gal. ii. 
21, If ri . came by the law, then Chrift 
is dead in But righteouſneſs is not to 
be had by bg but may be had IE: 
Rom. x. 4, Chrift is the end of the law 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth.. But 
why is Chriſt ſaid to be the end of the law ? 
Is it becauſe we are to have nothing to do 
with the precepts of the law? No, for every 
| believer will ſay with Paul, Rom. vu. 22, / 
love. the law of God after the, imuard man. 
Chriſt i is ſaid to be the end of the law for 
righ- 


18 
righteouſneſs to all who believe; becauſe in 
believing, they receive a righteouſneſs which 
aniwers every end, and every demand of the 
law. 


Thirdly, From the ſubje&t we may 
ſee, that ſalvation is not of works, but of 
grace; Titus itt. v. Not by works of 
e righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
e cording to his mercy he ſaveth us by the 
e waſhing of regeneration, and the renew- 
es ing of the Holy Ghoſt.” If we were ſaved 
by our own righteouſneſs, we ſhould have 
whereof to boaſt; but Paul faith, Rom. 
m. 27, Where is boaſting then? It is ex- 
cluded. By what law? of works? Nay; but 
by the law of faith. Again, Eph. ii. 8, , 
By grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and 
that not of yourſelves; it is the gift of God: 
not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt — 
Now if I had but to hold up my hand to 
make this righteouſneſs complete (by which 
I hope to be ſaved) I would look God in 
the face, and boaſt of having done ſome- 
thing towards the falvation of my ſoul, 
in as much as there was ſome degree of 
merit in the motion of my hand. —But, 
inner! ſalvation is not of works, neither 
G in 
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in nhl, nor in part, but entirely of the 
Lord. We are not ſaved for any righteouſ- 
neſs wrought in us, nor any righteouſneſs 
wrought by us; but through a righteouſ- 
neſs wrought for us by the Saviour. 


Fourthly, From what hath been ſaid 
we may learn the extreme folly of the pha- 
riſee, in joining his ; ſuppoſed righteouſneſs h 
to Chriſt's ; as if ſalvation were halved be- 
twixt Chriſt and the ſinner. But I tel} 
thee, O finner! as no righteouſneſs muſt _ 
be ſet up in oppoſition to Chriſt's, ſo none 
can be ſet up in conjunction with Chriſt's. 
No, not a part, nor a piece of thy righteouſ- 
neſs, muſt be added to Chriſt's. . Jeſus muſt 
be every thing unto thee, or elſe he is no- 
thing unto thee. If thou doſt not view 
his righteouſneſs as a perfect righteouſneſs, 
come to him, and truſt in him as a com- 
plete Saviour, dying in that ſtate, thou wilt 
be a damned ſinner. Hadſt thou as many 
good works as thou couldſt heap up to 
the very heavens, yet, if thou art ſaved, 
thou muſt be ſaved as fully, and as freely, 
as the dying thief was, who had not one to 
boaſt of. It is abſurd to the higheſt degree, | 
to think of nnn 

to 
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to Chriſt's, which is complete without it. 


Would it be thought fooliſh to ſet up 


the dimneſs of a candle, to add to the light 
of the ſun? To join the weakneſs of a 
willow, to make ſtrong the oak? Or to mix 
the filthineſs of a muddy pool, to clear the 
pure fountain? Ten thouſand times more 
abſurd it is, to add thy righteouſneſs to this 
complete righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Nothing, 
firs, can be done for the completing and 
perfecting of this righteouſneſs ; for it is 
conſummately perfect, and adequate to the 
. re 1 8 


Fifthly, From the uber we may fra; 
Het thoſe who are w/thout Chriſt, are wwith- 
out righteouſneſs ; and their ſouls are naked 


before God. I have heard of a lady being 


dreſſed very elegantly, to go to ſome place 
of public amuſement, who received ſerious 
impreſſions as ſhe was viewing herſelf in the 
glaſs, from this thought, which ſtruck her 
very forcibly—* Thy body is cloathed, but 
« thy ſoul is naked.” I ſee many here to- 
night, whoſe bodies are clothed 'in gay at- 
tire; but, perhaps, you are without Chriſt, 
and your ſouls are naked before God. Now 


when I ſpeak of your being without Chriſt, 
c 2 I do 
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I do not mean that you are without the 
knowledge of Chriſt's coming into the 


world, and dying for ſinners; but, that 
you are not believers in Chriſt. Perhaps 


you may ſay that you are believers, and 


that you have been believers in Chriſt 
ever ſince you could remember any thing: 
this proves that you are unbelievers. If 
you will hear what Paul faith, you will ſee 


that true religion implies more than a bare 


belief; 2 Cor. v. 17, F any nan be in 
Chriſt, he is a new creature; old things are 
paſſed away; behold, all things are become 
new. Holy Father! make all unbelievers 
no before thee ſenſible of their nakedneſs, 

and cover their ſouls with this bleſſed robe 

of thy dear Son's righteouſneſs, that they 
/ may not be Tune: naked 1n | the eternal 
any. 8 — 


Sixthly, and ul We infer the 2 


end of thoſe perſons, who live and die truſi- 


ing to their own righteouſneſs; Matt. v. 20, 


Except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righte- 
oufneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, ye ſball in no 
caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven, - If ever 
any one went to heaven by good works, one 

muſt have thought . a phariſee would ; 


and 
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and yet Chriſt tells us, that a man's truſt- 
ing to his own righteouſneſs is but a gilded 


deluſion, and a ſmooth way to hell. Now 
have you as many good works to boaſt of as the 


phariſees of old? They prayed often in the 
day, faſted many times in the week, gave 
alms conſtantly, and payed tithes unreſerved- 
ly, Now does your righteouſneſs exceed 
theirs? If not, you cannot get to heaven 
upon this ground. Perhaps you fay, What 
can exceed this of theirs ? There is a righte- 
ouſneſs that infinitely exceeds theirs, namely, 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; which righte- 


ouſnes gives the believing ſoul a title to, and 
a fitneſs for heaven. Do you ſay, How does 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs exceed the /- 
righteouſneſs of the phariſee ? It exceeds the | 

phariſee's in purity, being ſpotleſs as Deity 


Ait exceeds it in ſufficiency, being boundleſs 


as man's miſery—it-exceeds it in dignity, be- 
ing matchleſs as God's glory—it exceeds it 
in permanency, being endleſs as eternity. 


Sinful-ſelf, has deſtroyed its thouſands, and 
righteous-ſelf, has deſtroyed its ten thouſands; 
and except you are beaten out of your ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, as well as your fins, you can- 
not be ſaved. Dagon, the Philiſtines idol, 
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could not ſtand, but fell before the ark of 
God ; ſo ſelf-righteouſneſs, the phariſee's _ 
idol, muſt be brought down before the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, if our ſouls are brought 
into a ſafe ſtate. But do not think _ * 
condemn a moral and righteous life; 
but I warn you not to truſt in it: for, —— 
faith, - © Although a moral righteouſneſs be 
not our Jacob's ladder, to climb to heaven 
« by; yet it ĩs our Jacob's ſtaff; to walk with 
- « upon earth.” You may as well think to 
re-build the tower of Babel, as to. build for 
heaven by your own righteouſneſs. If you 
build fafely for eternity, you build wholly on 


9 3 of Chriſt. 


Fry now, . brethren, I commend you to 
- God, and the word of his grace; may he add 
his bleſſing, and cover all our ſouls with this 
| bleſſed righteouſneſs, for Chriſt's ſake — 
Amen. „ pO | 


AN 
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AN HYM N*. 


1. 
Elieving ſouls! triumph and ſing, 


| The goſpel does glad tidings bring ; - 
Aſſur'd we are from God's bleſt word, 
Oar righteouſneſs is Chriſt the Lord. 


. 
Tho' I'm by nature vile as hell, 
And ought for ever there to dwell; 


Jznovan does this truth record— 
My righteouſneſs is Chriſt the Lord. 


3. 
In Him array'd, I'm fully dreſt, 
With robes more bright than ſeraphs bleſt ; 
May God by me ſtill be ador'd, 
For righteouſneſs in Chrift the Lord. 


| 4- 
Then let the law make its demand, 
Its fiery veng'ance wide expand; 

Gainſt him was drawn the flaming ſword : 
Our righteouſneſs is Chriſt the Lord. 


on the words of the text, by G. W 
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No hope of pardon can I draw, 
Neither from Moſes nor his law; 

There's nothing can me hope afford, 

Save righteouſneſs in Chrift-the Lord. 


— 
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Wo ls 
This ſpotleſs robe is all divine, 
Free grace alone hath made it mine; 
Self-righteous hopes are now abhorr'd, 
_ Through righteouſneſs in Chriſt the Lord. 


| When' once I reach the radiane plains, 


Where Chriſt the God of glory reigns 3 | 


In bliſs I'll ſing with ſweet accord, 
The righteouſneſs of Chriſt MY Lord. 
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